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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  EOTIRorflA^NTAL  SCIENCES 


3 0864  1006  7461  6 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620 


March  11,  1988 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Triple  G Salvage 

Dale  Guenther,  1030  Jensen  Road,  Columbia  Falls,  MT  59912 

Malcom  Thompson  Etal,  216  Lake  Blaine  Drive,  Kalispell,  MT  59912 

Montee  Smith,  1150  Jensen  Road,  Columbia  Falls 

John  Trent,  525  North  Rouse,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 

James  Ward,  160  Mountain  Creek  Road,  Columbia  Falls 

Whitefish  Credit  Union,  P.0.  Box  37,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

Glen  Gray,  Flathead  Co.  Health  Dept.,  723  5th  Ave.  East,  Kalispell 

Gary  Stempin,  Director,  Flathead  Co.  JVP,  P.0.  Box  168,  Kalispell 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Dale 
Guenther/dba/Triple  G Salvage. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


MONT'  . ri"  LIT .-.JY. 

1515  E.  6th  AVE, 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59S20 


Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Telephone  (406)  444-2821 
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AN  equal  opportunity  employer 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Dl  yj si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Triple  g salvage 

Description  Of  Project  Dale  Guenther/dba/Triple  G Salvage  has  submitted  an  application 
— to.  .establish  and  operate  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  on  a ten  acre  section  in 
— Section — 15^ — T30N , R20W,  south  of  Columbia  Falls  (see  attached) . Montana  statute 
_ 75-1Q-511  MCA  requires  a license  to  operate  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  and  as 
—part  of  the  license  application  review  process  the  Department  of  Health  & Environmental 
.Sciences  is  required  by  75-1-201  MCA  to  prepare  a Preliminary  Environmental  Review  to 
_address  the  physical  and  human  environmental  impact  of  the  proposed  facility. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


9. 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 
Aestheti cs 
Ai r quali  ty 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  EN V I RO N ricN T 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

5.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Flathead  County  Planning  Department, 
Flathead  County  Health  Department 

Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Flathead  County  Health  Department. 
Montana  ~tate  Historical  Society 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  not  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by : John 
Date: 


DHES/ESD-2 


General  Comments 


Mr.  Dale  Guenther  wishes  to  establish  and  operate  a motor  vehicle 
wrecking  facility  on  his  property  at  1030  Jensen  Road  southeast  of 
Columbia  Falls.  This  property  is  located  in  Section  15,  R30W,  T20N. 
Approximately  7 acres  of  the  property  will  eventually  be  used  for  the 
wrecking  facility. 

Mr.  Guenther  proposes  to  license  the  entire  7 acre  area  at  this 
time.  However,  the  first  phase  of  vehicle  storage  will  be  contained  in  a 
1.3  acre  area  adjacent  to  his  shop  building.  This  area  will  be  fenced 
and  shielded  from  view  of  the  adjacent  public  roads  in  the  area.  As  the 
business  expands  the  shielding  the  storage  area  will  be  expanded  inco  the 
remaining  7 acres. 

This  business  will  initially  begin  as  a small  part  time  venture  for 
Mr.  Guenther  and  may  grow  in  size.  Mr.  Guenther's  intentions  are  to 
specialize  in  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of  4x4  vehicles  and  older  model 
automobiles . 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


2 . Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

This  proposed  site  is  located  SW  of  Columbia  Falls  in  a 
semi-agricultural  area  subdivided  into  lots  generally  10  acres  or  larger 
in  size.  The  terrain  is  basically  level  with  no  evidence  of  major 
surface  runoff  drainages. 

The  soils  in  this  area  are  described  by  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  as  a gravelly  loam  having  a rapid  permeability  of  approximately  2 
to  5 inches  per  minute. 

The  domestic  water  wells  in  the  general  area  range  from 
approximately  180  to  600  feet  in  depth.  The  majority  of  these  wells  are 
over  270  feet  in  depth. 

Waste  antifreeze,  gasoline  and  lubricating  oils  contain  petroleum 
distillates,  heavy  metals  and  toxic  compounds  which  if  improperly 
disposed  of  can  cause  surface  and  groundwater  degradation.  The  applicant 
purposes  to  dispose  of  waste  antifreeze  and  lubricating  fluids  at  either 
an  approved  disposal  site  or  through  a recycling  market. 

Some  residual  fluids  may  drop  onto  the  ground  in  the  storage  area, 
but  due  to  the  small  quantities  of  these  materials,  no  significant  threat 
to  ground  or  surface  waters  should  occur.  Even  though  the  soil  per- 
meability is  rapid  at  this  location  the  probability  of  small  quantity 
petroleum  based  contaminates  migrating  any  appreciable  distance  into  the 
soil's  are  extremely  low. 


No  apparent  surface  water  drainage  patterns  are  visible  at  the 
proposed  site.  Due  to  the  soils  permeability,  surface  run-off  from  the 
site  is  not  expected  to  be  heavy  and  should  not  posed  a threat  to  surface 
waters . 


5.  Aesthetics 


The  state  law  requires  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  to  shield 
all  junk  vehicles  from  view  of  public  roadways.  Public  view  is  defined 
as  any  point  six  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  center  of  any  public  road. 

Mr.  Guenther  proposes  to  install  a six  foot  painted  wooden  fence 
using  8 inch  wood  boards  with  1%  inch  vertical  spacing  between  each 
board.  Fencing  will  be  installed  on  each  side  of  the  yard  which  is 
visible  from  a public  roadway.  Mr.  Guenther's  construction  design  meets 
the  minimum  state  density  requirements  for  shielding.  In  addition,  the 
proposed  height  of  the  fence  should  provide  effective  shielding  from  the 
adjacent  public  roads. 


9 . Historical  and  archaeological  sites 

The  Montana  Historical  Society  records  indicate  no  known  archae- 
ological or  historical  sites  are  located  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
proposed  facility. 


Potential  Impact  of  Human  Environment 


3 . Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 

8 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  development  of  this  facility  will  result  in  the  establishment  of 
a small  part-time  business.  The  employment  requirements  of  this  business 
will  be  very  small  at  first  but  may  grow  as  the  business'  volume  in- 
creases. This  employment  and  the  employment  requirements  for  the  support 
services  this  business  will  utilize  will  provide  a positive  employment 
impact  for  the  community. 

The  establishment  of  a new  business  will  increase  personnel  income, 
overall  community  income  and  provide  increased  local  and  state  tax  bases. 


10 • Demands  for  governmental  services 

The  issuance  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  license  will 
require  administrative  and  inspection  services  of  the  County  and  State 
Junk  Vehicle  Programs. 


11. 


Industrial  and  commercial  activity 


The  establishment  of  the  motor  vehicle  recycling  and  wrecking 
facility  will  provide  a commercial  source  of  used  automotive  parts.  The 
reconditioning  and  reuse  of  parts  provides  a cost  savings  to  the  consumer 
and  conserves  energy  and  natural  resources.  Parts  which  can  not  be 
reconditioned  or  reused  will  be  crushed  and  shipped  to  a secondary  metals 
market  for  recycling. 


13 . Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  location  of  this  proposed  wrecking  facility  complies  with 
existing  local  planning  and  zoning  requirements  as  certified  by  the 
Flathead  County  Planning  Department. 

14 . Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

The  establishment  of  this  business  will  increase  the  traffic  flow 
patterns  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  facility.  These  increased  traffic 
flows  are  not  anticipated  to  significantly  impact  the  traffic  handling  or 
load  capabilities  of  these  roads. 


JG/ba 


